MEANING OF   SOCIAL WELFARE

are prejudiced in our discussions of social
questions, whether political, economic, or re-
ligious, or of questions that may in any way
involve a criticism of our personal habits of
life. How rare, for example, would be the
ardent Protestant who could really see per-
fectly clearly and distinctly the viewpoint of a
Roman Catholic on a religious question that
touched social life. And yet most thoughtful
Protestants wish to be just. How frequently in
the discussion of political questions do we find
Republican newspapers, orators, and voters
expressing the opinion that if the Democrats
were to win in the pending election the welfare
of the country would be seriously endangered.
I recall a remark made in the campaign of
1896 by a very distinguished, highly educated
man, who had had a wide experience in public
affairs, to the effect that if Mr. Bryan should
be elected President, he believed there would
be serious danger that the Constitution of the
United States would be violated. Many will
recall that in the discussion of the silver issue
in that campaign the Republicans referred

[11]